Emerging trends in acquired neonatal intestinal disease: is it time to abandon Bell's criteria?
In the last decade, it has become increasingly clear that necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) is neither a uniform nor a well-defined disease entity. There are many factors that are forcing this unwelcome realization upon the neonatal and pediatric surgery communities. In the course of this manuscript we will review the history and the physical findings of the disparate etiologies of acquired neonatal intestinal diseases (ANIDs), some which do lead to the common final pathology of NEC and some which do not. New guidelines for distinguishing between ANIDs will also be suggested.